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Revised estimates resulting from resolutions and decisions adopted by the Human 
Rights Council at its fortieth, forty-first and forty-second sessions  

 
Addressing the deteriorating conditions and limited capacity of the conference 
services facilities at the United Nations Office at Nairobi 
 
Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar 

Programme budget implications of draft resolution A/C.3/74/L.29  

(ACABQ report: A/74/7/Add.26, Add.22 and Add.25; related Secretary-General’s report: 
A/74/529, A/74/471 and A/C.3/74/L.29) 
 

Mr Chairman, 

 I am pleased to introduce the report of the Advisory Committee on revised estimates 

resulting from resolutions and decisions adopted by the Human Rights Council at its fortieth, 

forty-first and forty-second sessions. 

 During the fortieth to forty-second sessions, the Human Rights Council adopted 65 

resolutions. From its analysis of the related resource request, the Advisory Committee notes 

that the expenditure information reflects a consistent trend of under-expenditure against 

commitment authorities over the past three years. The Advisory Committee recommends that 

the General Assembly request the Secretary-General to strengthen its efforts to ensure that 

future requests for commitment authorities and budget submissions are more accurate and are 

based on realistic budgeting assumptions. 

 Regarding general temporary assistance positions, the Advisory Committee notes that 

the proposed 12-month duration of some general temporary assistance positions is not 

justified given the temporary nature of the mandates, and further notes that incumbency 

information reflects under-utilization, or no utilization, of the resources. The Committee also 

recalls its previous recommendations against general temporary assistance resources for 
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Human Resources Officer positions for recruitment and onboarding, given the existing 

capacity within the United Nations Office at Geneva. 

 The Advisory Committee’s report also discusses other issues, such as inconsistencies 

in budget presentation and the establishment of a country office in Sudan pursuant to 

resolution 42/35. Taking into consideration these comments and observations, the Advisory 

Committee recommends a reduction in the amount of $2,350,000. 

 

Mr Chairman, 

I am now pleased to introduce the report on Addressing the deteriorating 

conditions and limited capacity of the conference services facilities at the United 

Nations Office at Nairobi. 

In terms of the Secretary-General’s proposals, the Committee notes the 

utilisation rates to date of the conference services facilities, the current capacity of the 

meeting rooms and projected number of participants in the future, and that considers 

further in-depth analysis is needed. 

As regards the renovation and construction options, the Committee notes the 

need for a comprehensive needs assessment including an assessment of the essential 

renovation needs, in order to bring the conference facilities up to an acceptable 

standard of usage for events and conferences. This may be followed by further 

renovation and construction options based on capacity considerations. The Committee 

recommends that needs the assessment detail the costs, tangible and intangible benefits, 

and the funding modalities of the various options including extrabudgetary and other 

funding sources.  

Furthermore, consideration should be given to a number of factors, including: 

the conferencing needs and demands of United Nations entities and those of other 

potential clients; the sustainability of targeted occupancy level’s and the additional 

capacity needed to service those United Nations bodies mandated to hold their 

conferences in Nairobi.  
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Mr. Chairman,  

 it is my pleasure to introduce the report of the Advisory Committee on Situation of 

human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar. 

The Advisory Committee has considered the Secretary-General’s proposal in the 

context of its reports on the proposed programme budget for the year 2020 under Section 3, 

Political Affairs, for special political missions, which have been published under document 

symbols A/74/7/Add.1 and Add. 2 and have been submitted for consideration of the General 

Assembly. 

The Committee recommends that the Fifth Committee inform the Assembly that, 

should it adopt draft resolution A/C.3/74/L.29, resource requirements amounting to 

$1,073,000 would be required for the period from 1 January to 31 December 2020 for the 

continuation of the Office of the Special Envoy on Myanmar. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

----- 

 


